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Public Hearing Background

BACKGROUND:
When the land use bylaw was updated in 2025, ‘seacans’ was changed from being a use to being an accessory 
building. In the process, ‘seacans’ went from being a discretionary use to a permitted use in residential 
neighbourhoods. 

The difference between a permitted and a discretionary use: For a “permitted use” that complies with all of the 
development standards of the bylaw, the development authority is obliged by the Act to issue a permit. Where the 
application is for a “discretionary use”, the development authority may grant or refuse a permit, depending on the 
planning merits of the application.1 Conditions that can be expected on a permitted development permit must be a 
regulation found in the land use bylaw.2 For discretionary uses, it is implicit that, where a permit is granted, the power 
of the development authority to impose conditions is broader than the case of permitted use permits.3 A condition that 
is not in the land use bylaw should not be put on a permitted permit (as it is easily appealed).

Section 10.13 Seacans
When ‘seacans’ was listed as a discretionary use in residential neighbourhoods, a condition about safety could be 
added to the permit. Adding language about the safety code and fire code to the land use bylaw, allows the 
development authority to add it to the permit. 

Section 12.1 General Definitions
Adding a definition about Fire Authority to be consistent with section the added section 10.13.11.

Section 12.2 Use Definitions
Since ‘seacas’ is no longer listed as a use in the land use districts, it should not be listed as a use under the use 
definition. 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS:
Defeat bylaw 2026-01.

BENEFIT/RISKS:
The goal of adding section 10.13.11 to the land use bylaw is to reduce the risk as the municipality allows seacans to 
be placed in residential neighborhoods. 

Removing ‘seacans’ from the use definition is to avoid confusion of what ‘seacans’ are. If ‘seacans’ remain in the use 
definition but are not listed in the uses of permitted or discretionary uses in the land use district, it can be interpreted 

1 Planning Law and Practice in Alberta p. 2-30
2 Discussed in length in 274099 Alberta Ltd. Vs. Sturgeon (Planning Law and Practice in Alberta p. 6-7, 6-8)
3 Planning Law and Practice in Alberta p. 6-9

Title: Bylaw 2026-01 Amendment No 2
Date: February 25, 2026
Presented By: Jake Papineau
Attachments: Bylaw 2026-01 Amendment No 2
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to mean that it is neither a permitted nor a discretionary use. 

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT:
The objective of plans, bylaws and other planning instruments is to bring about the physical development of the 
community in accordance with the ideals set out in those instruments. One of those ideals is community safety. 
Allowing seacans in residential areas is a risk, and currently no conditions can be added to the development permit 
approval to mitigate against these risks.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION:
Standard costs to process a change in land use bylaw (Planning & Development staff time, advertising) can be 
anticipated. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 
Reminder to Council of how the Land Use Amendment process works:
When redistricting is required, MDLSR needs a land use amendment (Three readings are required with a Public 
Hearing after the First Reading). The Second Reading happens after the Public Hearing. Third Reading can follow 
either when the subdivision is nearing completion or after the Second Reading. 

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY:
Prior to the public hearing, adjacent jurisdictions have been notified via letter. The public hearing will also be 
advertised in the Lakeside Leader, the MD website, and the MD office.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Pr
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BYLAW2026-01
A BYLAWOF THEMUNICIPALDISTRICTOF LESSERSLAVERIVERNO.124 INTHEPROVINCEOF
ALBERTA,FORTHEPURPOSEOF AMENDINGTHELANDUSEBYLAWNO.2025-07AMENDMENT#2

WHEREAS,Section640(1)oftheMunicipalGovernmentAct,RSA2000,andamendmentsthereto,requiresthatevery
Councilofa municipalitymustadopta LandUseBylaw;

WHEREASthe MunicipalDistrictof LesserSlaveRiverNo.124Councilhas adoptedBylaw2025-07LandUseBylaw;

WHEREASSection191(1)ofthe MunicipalGovernmentAct,and amendmentsthereto,providesthe powerto pass a
bylawunderthisoranyotherenactmentincludesa powerto amendor repealthe bylaw;

WHEREAStheamendmentor repealmust be made inthe samewayas the originalbylawand is subjectto thesame
consents or conditionsor advertisingrequirementsthatapplyto the passingofthe originalbylaw,unless thisor any
otherenactmentprovidesothenNise;

WHEREASthe Councilforthe MunicipalDistrictof LesserSlaveRiverNot124deemsitappropriateandexpedientto
amendBylaw2025-07LandUseBylaw;and

NOWTHEREFOREthe Councilof MunicipalDistrictof Lesser SlaveRiverNo.124inthe ProvinceofAlberta,duly
assembled, herebyamendsBylaw2025-07LandUse Bylawas follows:

1. THATsection10.13Seacans be amendedto addsubsection10.13.11ASEACANshallnotbe usedto
store anymaterialorequipmentcapableofreleasing?ammable or combustiblevapoursunlessthe
APPLICANTdemonstrates,to the satisfactionof the DEVELOPMENTAUTHORITY,thatthe SEACAN
complieswiththeAlbertaFireCode, adoptedunderthe SafetyCodesAct,includingrequirementsfor
ventilation,explosionrelief,fuel-and vapour-controlmeasures,and limitationsonquantitiesof?ammable or
combustibleliquids.TheDEVELOPMENTAUTHORITYmayrequirewrittencon?rmationofcompliancewith
theAlbertaFireCodefromthe FIREAUTHORITYas a conditionofa DEVELOPMENTPERMIT.

_
2. THATsection12.1GeneralDefinitionsbe amendedto addthefollowingde?nition:FIREAUTHORITY

meansthe MunicipalDistrictofLesserSlaveRiver‘s?reserviceprovider(includingthe FireChiefor
designate)and any SafetyCodesOf?ceror otherpersonauthorized,appointed,or designatedbythe
MunicipalDistrictof LesserSlaveRiverto administeror enforcethe AlbertaFireCodeand related
legislationunderthe SafetyCodes Act.

3. Thatsection12.2Use Definitionbe amendedto removethe followingde?nition:SEACANmeansa
container.includinga sea/land/railshippingcontainer,whichisusedas a storage vault.Thestandardsizeof
a SEACANis 29.73m2(or320ftz).

4. THATBylaw2025-07isherebyamended,

5. Bylaw2025701Amendment#2formspartofBylaw2025-07LandUseBylaw.

ThisBylawtakeseffectimmediatelyafterthirdreadinganduponbeingsigned.

READfora ?rsttimethis14mday ofJanuary2026

ADVERTISEDthe ?rsttimethis4mdayofFebruary2026

ADVERTISEDa second timethis11‘"dayofFebruary2026

PUBLICHEARINGheldon25‘hdayof February2026
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BYLAW2026-01

READfora secondtimethis dayof , 2026

READfora thirdand ?naltimethis dayof , 2026

Reeve

\

ChiefAdministrativeOf?cer
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Main Administration Office
3000 15 Avenue SE Slave Lake AB T0G 2A0 
780.849.4888  toll-free 1.866.449.4888  info@mdlsr.ca

Sub-office
660061 Range Road 20 Flatbush AB T0G 0Z0 
780.681.3929  toll-free 1.866.681.3929

mdlsr.caWEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing 
FEBRUARY 25, 2026 at 1:00pm | MD Council Chambers

Proposed Land Use Bylaw Amendment
Bylaw 2026-01 – Land Use Bylaw Amendment No.2 
Electronic participation via Teams (detail below).
Pursuant to Section 692 of the Municipal Government Act, 
it is hereby given notice that the Municipal District of Lesser 
Slave River No. 124 is considering an amendment to the 
Land Use Bylaw 2025-07 as follows: 

1) THAT section 10.13 Seacans be amended to add 
subsection 10.13.11 A SEACAN shall not be used to 
store any material or equipment capable of releasing 
flammable or combustible vapours unless the APPLICANT 
demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, that the SEACAN complies with the Alberta 
Fire Code, adopted under the Safety Codes Act, including 
requirements for ventilation, explosion relief, fuel- and 
vapour-control measures, and limitations on quantities 
of flammable or combustible liquids. The DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY may require written confirmation of 
compliance with the Alberta Fire Code from the FIRE 
AUTHORITY as a condition of a DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.  

2) THAT section 12.1 General Definitions be amended 
to add the following definition: FIRE AUTHORITY means 
the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River’s fire service 
provider (including the Fire Chief or designate) and 
any Safety Codes Officer or other person authorized, 
appointed, or designated by the Municipal District of 
Lesser Slave River to administer or enforce the Alberta Fire 
Code and related legislation under the Safety Codes Act.

3) THAT section 12.2 Use Definition be amended to remove 
the following definition: SEACAN means a container, 
including a sea/land/rail shipping container, which is used 
as a storage vault. The standard size of a SEACAN is 
29.73 m2 (or 320 ft2).

 
If you or any group of citizens either support or are 
opposed to this proposed bylaw amendment and wish to 
inform MD Council, please deliver a letter addressing your 
concerns to the MD Administration Office no later than 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at 4:30pm. Otherwise, a 
verbal presentation can be made at the Public Hearing on 
FEBRUARY 25, 2026, at 1:00pm at the MD Council Chambers.  
For a copy of the proposed amendment and to register 
to attend or join the Public Hearing via Teams, please 
contact municipalclerk@mdlsr.ca.

For more information, contact Lana McCann, Municipal Clerk, 
Box 722, 3000–15 Avenue SE, Slave Lake, AB T0G 2A0, phone 
780.849.4888, fax 780.849.4939.

Upcoming Council Meetings
FEBRUARY 11 AND 25, AT 10:00AM

Cultivate Your Career 
With the MD
Director of Community Services
As a member of the senior leadership team, the Director 
of Community Services works closely with the CAO, fellow 
directors, and staff to advance Council-adopted strategic 
priorities while safeguarding MD assets. This role drives 
accurate, effective, and efficient service delivery through 
forward-thinking bylaws, policies, practices, and processes.

Administrative Assistant of Community Services
The MD is seeking an Administrative Assistant of Community 
Services. Reporting to the Director of Community Services, 
this position provides dedicated administrative support to 
the Community Services, Protective Services, and Planning 
& Development departments, and serves as back-up support 
for the Operations department as needed.

Landfill Attendant
The MD is recruiting a Landfill Attendant at the Lesser Slave 
Lake Regional Waste Management Facility. The successful 
candidate will be responsible for managing scale operations 
and ensuring the consistent maintenance and upkeep of the 
yard, transfer site, and landfill. The schedule for this position 
is a 40-hour work week, which includes Saturdays.

Learn More and Apply
For more information on these opportunities, including 
salary ranges, please visit mdlsr.ca/careers. We thank 
all applicants for their interest; however, only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

LSWC Elliott & Rosche 
Memorial Bursary
The Lesser Slave Watershed Council is accepting applications 
for the Annual Elliot & Rosche Memorial Bursary. Brian 
Rosche served as Councillor for the MD from his election in 
2005 until his untimely passing in 2020.

Two awards of $1,500 each are available to students residing 
within the watershed who are pursuing post-secondary 
education in a science-based program. Eligible fields of 
study include those related to watershed health, such as 
environmental science, biology, earth sciences, and geology.
Find full application details at mdlsr.ca/scholarships.

Get Your Snowplow Flags
The MD offers an opt-in, paid Snowplow Flag Program for 
residents who want their private driveways cleared after a 
snowfall. Snowplow flags can be purchased during regular 
business hours at the main MD administration office in Slave 
Lake, the sub-office in Flatbush, and the Smith Library.

Each snowplow flag costs $42.50 plus GST each (or half price 
for seniors), and is good for one instance of snow clearance. 
Payment can be made by cheque, Interac or cash.

To participate in the program, you must complete a Private 
Driveway Snowplowing Agreement. This document certifies that 
you understand and agree with the program parameters. 
Please download the agreement at mdlsr.ca/snowplow-flag.
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Main Administration Office
3000 15 Avenue SE Slave Lake AB T0G 2A0 
780.849.4888  toll-free 1.866.449.4888  info@mdlsr.ca

Sub-office
660061 Range Road 20 Flatbush AB T0G 0Z0 
780.681.3929  toll-free 1.866.681.3929

mdlsr.caWEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing 
FEBRUARY 25, 2026 at 1:00pm | MD Council Chambers

Proposed Land Use Bylaw Amendment
Bylaw 2026-01 – Land Use Bylaw Amendment No.2 
Electronic participation via Teams (detail below).
Pursuant to Section 692 of the Municipal Government Act, 
it is hereby given notice that the Municipal District of Lesser 
Slave River No. 124 is considering an amendment to the 
Land Use Bylaw 2025-07 as follows: 

1) THAT section 10.13 Seacans be amended to add 
subsection 10.13.11 A SEACAN shall not be used to 
store any material or equipment capable of releasing 
flammable or combustible vapours unless the APPLICANT 
demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, that the SEACAN complies with the Alberta 
Fire Code, adopted under the Safety Codes Act, including 
requirements for ventilation, explosion relief, fuel- and 
vapour-control measures, and limitations on quantities 
of flammable or combustible liquids. The DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY may require written confirmation of 
compliance with the Alberta Fire Code from the FIRE 
AUTHORITY as a condition of a DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.  

2) THAT section 12.1 General Definitions be amended 
to add the following definition: FIRE AUTHORITY means 
the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River’s fire service 
provider (including the Fire Chief or designate) and 
any Safety Codes Officer or other person authorized, 
appointed, or designated by the Municipal District of 
Lesser Slave River to administer or enforce the Alberta Fire 
Code and related legislation under the Safety Codes Act.

3) THAT section 12.2 Use Definition be amended to remove 
the following definition: SEACAN means a container, 
including a sea/land/rail shipping container, which is used 
as a storage vault. The standard size of a SEACAN is 
29.73 m2 (or 320 ft2).

 
If you or any group of citizens either support or are 
opposed to this proposed bylaw amendment and wish to 
inform MD Council, please deliver a letter addressing your 
concerns to the MD Administration Office no later than 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at 4:30pm. Otherwise, a 
verbal presentation can be made at the Public Hearing on 
FEBRUARY 25, 2026, at 1:00pm at the MD Council Chambers.  
For a copy of the proposed amendment and to register 
to attend or join the Public Hearing via Teams, please 
contact municipalclerk@mdlsr.ca.

For more information, contact Lana McCann, Municipal Clerk, 
Box 722, 3000–15 Avenue SE, Slave Lake, AB T0G 2A0, phone 
780.849.4888, fax 780.849.4939.

Upcoming Council Meetings
FEBRUARY 11 AND 25, AT 10:00AM

Rugged-and-Real: 
2026 Seasonal Opportunities
Looking for a rewarding seasonal opportunity 
working outdoors with a great team?
The MD is hiring skilled, team-oriented individuals for several 
key seasonal roles. These positions offer the chance to build 
new skills, gain valuable experience, and make a meaningful 
impact in your community. For full details on responsibilities, 
qualifications, and salary information, visit mdlsr.ca/jobs.

Seasonal Weed/Pest Inspectors
The MD is seeking highly-killed Inspectors for the 2026 
season (May–September). Based in Flatbush or Slave Lake 
on a 40-hour rotating schedule, including weekends, this role 
involves inspecting public and private lands for noxious and 
prohibited weeds and enforcing the Alberta Weed Control 
Act and Agricultural Pests Act.

Seasonal Landscape Technicians
The MD is looking for Technicians for the 2026 season (May–
August). Based out of the Slave Lake shop, this role involves 
maintaining municipal greenspaces—including parks, 
campgrounds, cemeteries, and hamlets—through vegetation 
management, landscape construction, and facility upkeep.

Seasonal Roadside Mowing Operators
The MD is searching for Operators for the 2026 season (May–
September). This is a 40-hour work week position based 
in Slave Lake, Smith, or Flatbush, supporting road safety and 
appearance through mechanical vegetation management 
along municipal rights-of-way.

Seasonal Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) Assistant
The MD is currently recruiting a detail-oriented Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) Assistant, based out of Slave Lake. 
This role requires efficient, accurate work with a strong 
emphasis on independent initiative and the ability to learn 
and excel in data and asset management.

The successful candidate will collect field data using ArcGIS 
Field Maps and surveying devices, manage GIS data files, 
contribute to data collection improvements, support the 
asset management program, research GIS hardware and 
software, provide technical support to other departments, 
and produce maps based on end-user requirements.

Seasonal Equipment Operator
The MD is seeking an Operator to operate and maintain its 
fleet—including graders, dozers, loaders, and excavators—
to support safe, high-quality road construction and 
maintenance. Responsibilities include daily inspections, 
routine maintenance, accurate equipment logs, and 
compliance with safety legislation and municipal policies.

Seasonal Transportation Labourer
The MD is searching for a Labourer/Shop Attendant 
to support fleet and infrastructure operations through shop 
and yard upkeep, fleet cleaning, and basic preventative 
maintenance. Duties include inspections, light repairs, 
equipment servicing, parts inventory support, and 
maintaining accurate safety and maintenance records.
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